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SUBJ: THE MIG-19 DEFECTION: PRC (NON)REACTION 

1. TO DATE THE PRC HAS REMAINED OEFICIALLY MUTE ON THE MIG- 19 
DEEECTION FROM FUKIEN TO TAIWAN. NOT SURPRISINGLY, NEITHER 
PRC OEEICIAL MEDIA NOR SURVEYS OE THE EOREIGN PRESS HAVE 
CARRIED A WORD. 

2. BUT THE BASIC STORY HAS UNDOUBTEDLY TRICKLED OUT TO THE 
COGNOSCENTI AND EVEN TO THE PEKING MAN IN THE STREET - 
THANKS TO RESIDENT FOREIGNERS WHO, EINDING THE STORY TOO 
JUICY, SHARED IT IMMEDIATELY AND SPONTANEOUSLY WITH CHINESE 
ASSOCIATES AND ACQUAINTENCES. CHINESE LOW-LEVEL REACTIONS - 
AS CONVEYED TO US BY THE EOREIGN INEORMANTS - WERE TYPICALLY 
BLASE AND UNCONCERNED. TWO REACTIONS, PROBABLY REPRESENTATIVE 
OE PREVAILING ATTITUDES, SHOULD SUEEICE: 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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"CHINA HAS A POPULATION OP OVER 800 MILLION PEOPLE. WHAT 
DIPFERENCE CAN ONE PERSON MORE OR LESS MAKE?" 

"CHINA IS A BIG COUNTRY WHICH HAS HISTORICALLY BEEN 
UNGOVERNABLE. IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THERE MAY BE 
A PEW WHO ARE UNHAPPY AND WANT TO LEAVE". 
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3. ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE BREAKING STORY, OEEICIALS OE THE 
EOREIGN MINISTRY INEORMATION DEPARTMENT MERELY "TOOK THE 
QUESTION". SO EAR THEY HAVE NOT REPLIED TO INQUIRING 
JOURNALISTS. 

DEAN 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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